OPENING HYMN

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
God in Christ has revealed his glory.
Come let us worship.
From the rising of the sun to its setting.
The Lord’s name is greatly to be praised.
Give him praise you servants of the Lord.
O Praise the name of the Lord.	
Lord, direct our thoughts, and teach us to pray.
Lift up our hearts to worship you in spirit and in truth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INTRODUCTION
On this Advent Sunday, we join with our fellow parishes across Dublin and Glendalough in launching the Year of Mission in our United Dioceses - a shared journey of renewal and purpose — a time to listen afresh for what God is calling us to be and to do. The Year of Mission is rooted in prayer, flowing from the life of our Diocesan Prayer Movement, which continues to unite us in seeking God’s presence and direction. It is also shaped by consultation and collaboration, as we discern together how best to live out our faith in changing times. Throughout this year, we are invited to reflect on what “mission” means in our own contexts — in our parishes, our schools, and our daily lives — and how we might bear witness to Christ’s love with courage and compassion as together we find new ways of serving our neighbours and communities. As we embark on this Year of Mission, we do so with gratitude for the faith that has sustained our dioceses over the years, and with anticipation for what God will do among us as we grow in discipleship and service, guiding us to be people of faith, hope and generosity.

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH CANDLE MAY TAKE PLACE HERE

PENITENCE
Jesus said, go and make disciples of all nations. Conscious of those times we have not obeyed his words, we confess our sins.

Lord Jesus, you came to gather all nations into God’s Kingdom
Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy.
You come in word and sacrament, to strengthen us in holiness
Christ, have mercy
Christ, have mercy.
You will come in glory with salvation for your people
Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy.




ABSOLUTION
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COLLECT FOR MISSION
Almighty God, who called your Church to witness that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: Help us to proclaim the good news of your love, that all who hear it may be drawn to you; through him who was lifted up on the cross, and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

ADVENT COLLECT
Almighty God, Give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  
and to put on the armour of light now in the time of this mortal life  
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;  
that on the last day when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  
to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;  
through him who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING ISAIAH 2: 1-5

PSALM 122

SECOND READING ROMANS 13: 11-14
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GOSPEL READING  MATTHEW 24: 26-44

SERMON

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?

We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
PRAYERS
Almighty God, we pray for your church, for Michael our Archbishop and all who serve you in these United Dioceses. As together we seek to grow your kingdom give us the mind of Christ, the heart of Christ, and the will of Christ so that we may show the glory and goodness of Christ to the world: to neighbours near and far. We pray that the unfolding days of Advent may open up possibilities for deepening our appreciation of the precious gift that is Jesus, your loving Son.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
 
In Your divine image You created every human being from every tongue, tribe, and nation. You sent Your Son as a gift for all of us, not just some of us. We pray that men, women and children everywhere may hear Your Son’s voice calling their name, and respond and follow Him as Lord and Saviour. 
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer. 

Empower missionaries and mission agencies and encourage believers in every corner of the globe as they serve You. And bring peace to those places overrun by war. Bring water to those ravaged by drought. Bring food to those starving in famine. And establish your justice among those oppressed by evil and injustice. 
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the sick, bring healing to all who are ill of body, mind or spirit.
For the grieving bring your hope and comfort. 
For the lonely send your companionship and the caring presence of Your people. 
For the unemployed we pray for meaningful work. 
For the homeless we pray for a decent place to call home. 
For the hopeless we pray for light to break into the darkness to show the way out. 
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer. 

We pray together our Diocesan Prayer for Mission
Almighty God, we ask your blessing on the people of the Dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough as they go about the work of mission in the everyday things of life
As you sent your Son Jesus Christ to live the life of the world you created and to die for our sins, so give us a mission of worship and service in the same world during our days on earth. 
Equip us to embrace our neighbour, to serve our society and to usher in the principles and the practices of your kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.
This we ask in the name of the Risen Christ and in the strength of the Holy Spirit. Amen





THE PEACE
In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
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THE EUCHARIST FOLLOWS HERE IF APPLICABLE

POST COMMUNION PRAYERS
God our deliverer, Awaken our hearts
To prepare the way for the advent of your Son,
That, with minds purified by the grace of his coming,
We may serve you faithfully all our days;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. 

IF THE SERVICE IS USED AS MORNING PRAYER OR SERVICE OF THE WORD THE FOLLOING MAY BE USED 
GOING OUT AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Let us give thanks to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
For the love of our Father,
the maker of all, the giver of all good things,
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

For Jesus Christ our Saviour,
who lived and worked among us,
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

For his suffering and death on the cross
and his resurrection to new life,
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




For his rule over all things
and his presence in the world,
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

For the Holy Spirit, the giver of life,
who teaches us and guides us,
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

For the grace of the Spirit in the work of the Church
and the life of the world,
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

We go into the world
to walk in God's light,
to rejoice in God's love
and to reflect God's glory

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING
O Saviour of the world,
lifted up on the cross to draw people
of all nations and races to yourself:
bless the witness of the Church 
in this and every place,
and help us to finish the work 
you have given us to do
in the world for which you died.
We ask it in your name, our living and victorious Lord. Amen.

Christ the sun of righteousness shine upon you,
gladden your hearts
and scatter the darkness from before you:
and the blessing…
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.


