DUBLIN INTER FAITH CHARTER – AN IMPLEMENTATION  
Paper by Archbishop Michael Jackson 
Dublin City Interfaith Forum Conference

19 September 2017

INTRODUCTION

I make no claim for this paper other than to offer it as a simple worked example of the implementation of The Dublin Inter Faith Charter in one segment of one Faith Tradition, the Church of Ireland Tradition within The Christian Faith. And I offer it in a spirit of humility, true to the principle of Inter Faith Encounter in the dialogue of life and the dialogue of ideas: Do not compare the best of yourself with the worst of The Other.
It was during the year of office of Councillor Brendan Carr as Lord Mayor of Dublin that something happened. It came at a time when Dublin City Inter Faith Forum had been in existence for five years and it was timely. The result of the Lord Mayor’s initiative is that there really was going to be: No Turning Back. The then Lord Mayor both took and sustained the initiative that there was going to be an Inter Faith Charter for Dublin. Launched in late 2016, it was the first of its kind in a contemporary European city; and within seventy-two hours The European Council had taken up this idea. You may indeed wonder why. My suggestion is that is exactly the right thing to be doing in a contemporary European city and for the following reasons:

It respects identity

It expands diversity

It encourages harmony 

It dispels mythology

It nurtures simplicity. 

The verbs and the nouns used here are my own. The verbs themselves, however, move us in the direction in which I should like to keep us moving: respect, expand, encourage, dispel, nurture. They are more than complemented by the verbs in The Charter all of which move us in the direction of positivity: to commit, to dedicate, to promote, to share, to encourage, to focus, to develop, to create. Verbs express action and activity. The Charter encourages and facilitates this.
VERBS AND NOUNS

What, you may therefore ask, are the nouns that accompany the verbs above in The Charter? They are the following:
To commit to our religious beliefs, customs and practices and accept the freedom of others to do likewise

To dedicate ourselves to the values of … the dignity of each human being as a valued member of our shared society

To promote dialogue between the different communities of belief co-existing in our city

To share our experiences, and strengthen our collaboration and partnership

To encourage dialogue between people of different beliefs and faiths in all spheres of life, to eradicate misunderstanding, intolerance and exclusion

To focus our efforts on encouraging the young towards real acceptance of religious diversity

To develop our appreciation of religious difference and diversity to focus on our similarities

To create social conditions that will allow all to share peace, joy and hope.   
THE SELF IN THE HEART OF GOD AND THE OTHER 

The quiet revolution in these words (and I have done no more than partially to quote them) is that they point us in a direction in which Faith Communities have not hitherto been able to point either themselves or each other without the intervention of The Lord Mayor. If I may interject something from my own experience over the summer past, I was invited to take part in an Inter Faith Consultation on Disability Issues in Nagpur in central India. It involved a range of people, able and differently able, from eight different World Faiths. On the last day, we pledged ourselves to the commitment that we are to seek the self in the heart of God and The Other. My suggestion is that this is a pervasive principle in Inter Faith engagement. 
The genius of this Charter, promulgated in a highly secularised society that takes to itself more often than not the moral high ground of a value-free pluralism, is that it does not shirk the imperative of a modern democracy that it actively safeguard the beliefs, customs and practices associated with religious beliefs (rather than perhaps religious culture) and that it connect forecfully the dignity and value of each human being with the different communities of belief. This document does not seek to strip out the religiously motivated altruism inspired by belief in God as if it is a product or a commodity and make it serve a materialism that prefers to go it alone without reference to origins, derivations and inspirations. It actively suggests from within The Public Square - Is there a square more public than The Mansion House? – that there are communities of belief that can contribute to a better society, city and country. We do not hear this language emanating from enough politicians or from enough church and Faith leaders, for whatever reasons.     
THE FIVE MARKS OF MISSION 

In my own United Dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough we have introduced, as a form of self-expression and public articulation of belief and belonging, the Five Marks of Mission of The Anglican Communion. These are helpful not only in their directness for Anglican Christians but also in their opennness to the active connection of one World Faith (in this instance Christianity lived through Anglicanism) to the wider and deeper human condition that connects faith in God with life in the world. Through the work of a member of another Christian Tradition, The Reverend David Tuohy SJ, we have simplified these as follows:
TELL: to proclaim God’s Kingdom

TEACH: to teach, baptize and nurture

TEND: to respond to human need

TRANSFORM: to transform unjust structures

TREASURE: to safeguard creation. 

My point is simply to recognize these as factually Christian but in no way intending to cause offence to others; they encompass values and aspirations that are for the common good and resonate in a modern society while beginning with the specific marker of Christianity, out of honesty. My further point is to go on to explain how I have taken inspiration from these Marks to develop Five Marks of Inter Faith Understanding for members of my own dioceses who will, in my experience, not least through the work of the Dublin Inter Faith Forum enacted and lived out locally, be enriched by an Inter Faith self-understanding and understanding of others working in tandem and in concert with others and one that correlates with their self-understanding as Christians. They will become more fully Christian by Inter Faith generosity of understanding and neighbourliness.
THE FIVE MARKS OF INTER FAITH UNDERSTANDING

The Five Marks of Inter Faith Understanding initiative is local. It is designed to be attainable. It is an invitation to the people of the diocese for which I have responsibility to express our faith in simple engagement with others who are Other from us and from whom we in turn are Other. It is based in the assertion in Genesis 1.27 that we are, like others, made in the image and likeness of God. The Five Marks initiative is designed to introduce and to engage people in understanding, leading towards advocacy; in moving from fear of change to celebration of diversity. Acceptance is the first step in each of these. Parishes, schools and colleges are actively encouraged to participate. On completion of these Five Marks of Inter Faith Understanding, the relevant community will receive a physical copy of The Charter to display in the church, entrance hall or meeting room. The following are the five steps. I fully accept their limitation within the Christian tradition. This is in no way designed to exclude other Faith traditions but to enable members of the tradition in which I stand and in which the participants stand to see that pursuing these objects is an expression of being true to their own tradition and its possibilities and of being open to the tradition of others. They are as follows: 
(1) That both the passages from the Old Testament and the New Testament on loving God and loving your neighbour as yourself be commended to people in church for reading and be printed for three successive Sundays on the Service Sheet to show willingness to respect and understand World Faiths concerned from a Christian perspective.

(2) That during the same period the intercessions in church services include a form of words where we pray for peace and understanding across cultures and Faith Traditions while pledging ourselves to be neighbourly with those of other World Faiths.

(3) That we seek to meet with those of other World Faiths (recognizing that we are to them an Other Faith) and that we learn locally in our parishes and chaplaincies what it is to create and share civic space as people of faith together.

(4) That we organize a social event, however small, where we invite people of Other Faiths to attend and meet us and each other.

(5) That on an individual or a community basis we invite a group from an Other World Faith to visit our place of worship and seek to visit their place of worship or a place where they congregate for worship.
PROSPECT

These are humble beginnings. These are first steps. My hope would be that other Faith traditions might see if something similar is possible for them and that we might compare notes as things develop. Perhaps we can reach a point where there may be a Dublin Inter Faith Flag, akin to the Green Flags for specific purposes that we find in schools, such as may be flown outside religious buildings that participate in an extended version of this initiative – as appropriate to each tradition. We are at the early stages. To me it is an exciting prospect and I commend it to you. 
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