The Tenth Anniversary Service for Temple Carrig School
St Patrick’s Church, Greystones 

The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity September 1st 2024 

Psalm 122.1, 2: I rejoiced when they said to me, let us go to the house of the Lord. Now we are standing within your gates, Jerusalem …

We are going nowhere without imagination …

Psalms are shared between the Jewish and the Christian religions. We can all enter into the spirit of a psalm whatever its topic. Psalm 122 is a psalm of rejoicing, but it is also a psalm of imagination. It is a song for those who set out from anywhere for Jerusalem, who climb the steep road to the brow of the hill and see the city spread out before them; and who then carry on with their journey and go to The Temple. At every point, even on the steep incline where today, as I presume as in time past just as much, your ears pop as you ascend, they rejoice. They are happy. They are noisy. They are going somewhere.  

But the psalm was sung also and always by people who would never get anywhere close to Jerusalem. They may have lived too far away, they may have been poor, they may have been ritually unclean, like the shepherds in the Christmas Story, but they still were able to experience this journey – in their imagination by saying and singing the psalm. They had to live this colourful experience through music and ceremony, through public recitation and through release of emotion in their own village, in their own house, in their own synagogue. The words themselves and the fact that they have survived connect each one of us with the physical experience of standing within the gates of Jerusalem even if it is something we have never done or will never do for ourselves.  

Those who imagined that Temple Carrig would happen, those who imagined what it would look like, those who imagined what it would be like to go through the whole school experience as a pupil and come out on the other side, happy and proud to be a past pupils, have brought together their dreams and made them real. They will share them with each other today as we remember the past as well as plan for the future together. 
We are going nowhere without celebration …
School days are full of people and events that are worthy of celebration. The constant invitation and the constant challenge for school leaders is to keep this sense of celebration alive and well - in the middle of fatigue, confusion, relationship problems and personal disappointments – along with the ways in which we always compete with one another and, even more, with ourselves. Such a celebration might be a significant local, national or international sporting achievement either at individual or team level. It might be the welcoming of new pupils – as you have done as a whole school community welcoming strangers who came from Ukraine, who now are friends and who have made Temple Carrig their home. It could be a performance in music or drama or a special visitor or a Christmas Carol Service. What matters is that consistently you gave that celebration everything you had and made the school ring out with your celebration. 
We are going nowhere without one another …
A school, particularly a school that is now creating its own history by celebrating its first ten years of life as we are today, is a community. The community forms itself but never out of nothing. It forms itself out of the values and the virtues of those who shape its growth, develop its range and trust its members. This is the unique gift that you have all given to one another in Temple Carrig – headmaster who saw this school through from its first day to this day and now hands it over to a new headmistress who knows it so well; chairperson and members of the Board of Management; all members of the school staff at every point in the compass of what a school is; and the pupils year after year who not only have filled this school with activity and learning, happiness and achievement but have shown the need for a larger school already on site. You have been faithful to the trust committed to you right from the beginning and created a tradition for yourselves and an inheritance for others. This is a significant and an amazing achievement and as the Patron of this school I am very proud of you all. Congratulations and: Well done!

The psalm we have used concludes in words we can echo and say to one another on this day when Temple Carrig embarks on its next decade of life and adventure and when it celebrates ten years of rich and cherished history. We began in this church and we are back in this church today ten years on: Hallelujah!
Verses 8 and 9: For the sake of these my brothers (and sisters) and my friends, I shall say, Peace be within you. For the sake of the house of the Lord our God I shall pray for your wellbeing.   
