Short Reflection for Sunday 3rd May 2020 The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Kill O’ the Grange

Gospel Reading: St John 10.1-10
St John 10.10: I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.   
The archbishop 
WHERE DO WE GO NEXT?

We are being invited to move further and to dig deeper as The Season of Easter moves on. For the last three Sundays we have been moving with the disciples first of all in The Garden, then in The House where they gathered, then on The Road to Emmaus. In the Gospel for today we are taken to the heart of God and we move again with God in the fullness of Jesus Christ on earth. We return to the world of parable for our inspiration and our incarnation. We are brought right into the bold statement of who Jesus is as God Incarnate: I am the gate for the sheep. We do need to be careful. This picture is of the sheepfold and its entrance and its exit in the person of Jesus. It is he who provides security both day and night. The shepherd is the gate and it is by means of this gate that sheep are able to be safe within and safe without. But it is a parable.

It is from this same chapter, of course, that we get the unforgettable picture of The Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd has become a kindly picture of a benign public leadership that simply cannot happen, and never does happen, if there is not a steely and a determined ethic of service to underlie and to underline it. Yes, in this picture above, leadership is about leading sheep in and out from the front. But the maintaining of leadership can be done best when a shepherd moves among the sheep during the day. The role of the shepherd is to be the gate and to monitor and to watch and to protect as the sheep are gathered and enfolded morning and evening and to be in their midst during the day.
THE GOOD SHEPHERD

I will give you a fleeting glimpse of a picture of The Good Shepherd I once saw. I saw it in a painting in an art gallery. It has stuck in my mind and in my memory. It caught something vital about the joint operation of service and leadership along with the imitations imposed on both by the circumstances of circumstances themselves. The ground on which the shepherd in the painting was standing was a sheer edge and it was covered in sheet ice. A sheep had gone over this particular edge and was standing witless and frightened on a smaller ledge below. Beyond that, there simply was a sheer drop. The arm of the shepherd was stretching out to grasp the sheep but, of course, there was nobody to take the other arm of the shepherd to hold him from falling over. Nobody is looking after him! It is like the man who cannot swim who dives, nevertheless, into a river to save a dog. Service and leadership come together in uneasy tension – how to resolve this? The painting helps and yet it doesn’t resolve. In this way, it is utterly honest. There is no real communication between the terrified sheep and the instinctive shepherd, nor can there be. It could go either way. The genius of the painting is that it captures this and it leaves us hanging on this cliff-edge. If I may adapt another part of St John: 
Greater love has no shepherd than to lay out his life for the sheep …

WHO IS THIS GOD?

The God who is the gate of the sheepfold offers us a picture of a God who protects both inside and outside the sheepfold. The: I am … saying points us to the being of God, who God is and what God does and what God says. The same God also knows the sheep and can call them by name. The same God sleeps across the entrance as he himself is the gate. This breadth and depth of relationship makes it possible for the writer to build a very positive picture. But St John is honest enough to say this: Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. The phrase: this figure of speech … is important for all of us, you and me together. As well as being inspired by such a God, we need to realize and recognize that we are human and that none of us is such a shepherd. We are called to lead and to follow. We are not God nor should anyone use us as God. We are not called to delude ourselves that we can do it all. We are not invited to be the impossible one. 

FAITH IN OURSELVES, FAITH IN GOD

Faith in ourselves and faith in God come together to give us a motivation day by day to make our contribution and to do our bit. We need to be willing to trust in God. We need also to be able to make up our own minds - as we walk and wander, as we isolate and cocoon – in relation to what is within our grasp and what is within our gift. Most of all we are asked now to receive and to give kindness. The future remains very uncertain. Our part in it and our active contribution to it remains vital - as does a quality that is every bit as important as is adventure – and that quality is patience. Conserving our energy; listening to advice: these are just as important as they were when we locked down first. We as a world are still faced by a virus that has neither science nor vaccination; everyone who has died is loved and missed and relatives do not have the sense of real opportunity for grieving. Many people are making huge and lasting sacrifices. I ask you please to keep making them. We need the new solidarity we have taught ourselves in separation.  
And so it is in hope and in gratitude that I finish where I began:

St John 10.10: I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.   
