FAROE ISLANDS: sermon during a visit by the co-chairpersons, Bishop Matti Repo and Archbishop Michael Jackson accompanied by one of the two co-secretaries The Reverend Dr Thorsten Rorbaek. March 2024
In the Anglican tradition, in two Seasons of the Church’s Year, we are required to say the same Collect every day, as specific to the Season itself. Such a gathering prayer focuses our spiritual mind daily and, at the same time, prepares us for the Season that lies ahead. Response to God is immediate and future-focused. These two Seasons are Advent and Lent. Christmas lies ahead of Advent; Easter lies ahead of Lent. Penitence and preparation join forces to give the disciple of Jesus Christ the opportunity and the energy to follow fruitfully in the hope of faith and in the faith of hope. And followership is what discipleship is. Both faith and hope ask of us that we continue to love God and neighbour – and of course continue to love ourselves – and Lent, the Season in which we now stand, is never meant to be about self-hatred even though it is about self-denial. It is always about self-development spiritually, recognizing the relationship of body and soul. 
We are now well settled into this Season of Lent 2024. Conventionally, it is a time when we resolve both to give up some things and to take up some things. These can be habits of life or luxuries; we do it in the hope that they might be replaced for example by greater tolerance of others and by charitable giving, by a self-denial that actively benefits us and others through wholeness of being. Such a shift of focus and of personal emphasis is designed to enable us to walk more closely with God. It is not piety for piety’s sake. We bring together the Biblical idea of Jesus walking in the wilderness with the walk of contemporary disciples in the wilderness of today. Sometimes we are entirely alone, sometimes we have companions we know, sometimes we have companions we have never yet met. This is life! We ourselves extend to forty days the resistance of temptation to sin visited on Jesus by Satan in relation to key parts of his identity and of his being as divine and human. In my own diocese, for example, we have running now a 40x40 Project which encourages each individual to set aside the same amount of money for each of the forty days of Lent towards the reconstruction of the Al Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza City, decimated by the Hamas-Israel War. 
Part of what trivializes the Season of Lent is that our giving up of such things often does not last and therefore we build up for ourselves a sense of spiritual defeat. This is genuinely bad for us. Another part of what trivializes this sort of activity is that it concerns things we should already be addressing in practical self-care. It trivializes the dynamic energy of The Son and the perpetual movement of The Spirit in the Season of Lent that should be propelling us forward to Holy Week and Easter, one of the pivotal turning points of the Christian Year when death is turned into life and when suffering is turned into glory. For myself, during the time of Covid-19 and living in a somewhat congested city, I found that the word pictures of Jesus in the Gospel Readings throughout Lent were most helpful in keeping me afloat not least because chronological time worked differently during the successive periods of Lockdown and the spiritual imagination became more vivid because of this.  
The Collect for Ash Wednesday, which we are encouraged to say every day throughout Lent in the Anglican Tradition, runs like this: 
Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Even if the language is not familiar today, in being the work of the sixteenth century Anglican Reformers, the sentiment derives from our shared Western theological tradition as Anglicans and Lutherans coming out of the pre-Reformation church. I ask, therefore, if this particular prayer, this Collect for Ash Wednesday, offers us some simple pointers as together we pursue the path of greater unity within the Porvoo Communion.

Central to the self-understanding of The Porvoo Common Statement and to The Porvoo Communion is that the content and the direction of Christian mission is God. In churches which swing like a pendulum between hyper-activity and hypo-activity, the conviction of Porvoo is that mission is a being, mission is primarily the presence of God in the world, in many contexts yet to be disclosed, and not a series of activities or achievements or trophies. This is one of the places where over-dependence on a culture of regulation and the parallel culture of pre-emptive punishment as the definition of church is so destructive of the life of the church, if it is not faithfully, prayerfully, spiritually integrated into the provisionality and responsiveness that are the lifeblood of The Kingdom of God. God cannot live in a filing cabinet and do God’s work. The Spirit who upheld the Lenten Christ blows where he or she wills. And Lent brings us back to the centrality of God in religious life and in worldly life. And so, Lent is a very good time for us to explore and develop Porvoo together, leading, as we all hope, to fruitfulness and flourishing. 

The Collect for Ash Wednesday tells us that God loves and that God does not hate; that God creates and that such creation, for us as wilful human beings, is the gift of perfect remission and forgiveness from the God of recreation. This equips us for a life of ecology as well as a life of ecumenism. God’s creation is a perpetual energizing of a world to which God gives the grace and the goodness to do its own creating. This is why sin needs to be named and nailed as a destructive force. Sin is destructive in that it is decreating. There is work for us all to do: the realism of lamenting our sins worthily creates in us new hearts. This is not self-punishment. This is self-understanding leading to self -love as together we walk with Jesus Christ in the wilderness and from the wilderness to Jerusalem and to the rest of the known world. Mission is travelling dangerously with Jesus. Mission is the divine and human energy of Porvoo.

Romans 5.1, 2: Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ … 
