Life in The Eucharist: The Anglican Cathedral, Madrid
Monday 9th October 2023: week of The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity

Gospel: St Matthew 21.33 – end

St Matthew 21.43: Jesus said to them, Have you never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected has become the main corner-stone …

We are delighted to gather to worship God, as members of The Porvoo Communion, in The Anglican Cathedral in Madrid by kind invitation of Bishop Carlos and all members of the church and community. The Anglican Churches of both Spain and Portugal are neighbours and friends. Both are enthusiastic Members of The Porvoo Communion. We feel honoured to be here. We have waited long for this day to arrive and rejoice to be in Madrid as the children of God and as fellow pilgrims in and with the world of God’s creation. Our Eucharistic calling today is increasingly environmental as we gather the threads of our createdness before the God of our creation. In bread and in wine the Eucharist is a rejoicing in the bounty of God’s creation and of God’s recreation. The thanks of all who are here go to everyone who has made this wonderful event happen. We look forward to rich and enriching interchanges with you in the days to come. 

My short Scriptural text brings us to the judgemental part of St Matthew’s Gospel. It comes from the lectionary for The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity, the Sunday that starts this week, and will be more than familiar to all of you because of that. By judgemental I do not mean self-righteous. I mean that we, the contemporary readers, are faced with the judgement and the adjudication, according to the principles of The Kingdom of God, of the contemporary consequences of self-interest, structural injustice and failure to listen to God and to discern that God is already and always present in every situation. And in every person, whether we take that person under our notice or not. A parable can paint a picture. Scripture can signpost the way. We must do the legwork. 

So, what is the story? Tenant-farmers decide that the owner of the vineyard himself is never going to return; his management technique plays right into their hands; he trusts them to do their best and, one imagines, on decent terms and at the going rate; harvest after harvest, he sends an agent to see what the annual return is; no agent ever comes back to give an account, nor indeed does his son come back when he sends him; so he goes himself and takes drastic measures in a drastic situation. My text, however, points us beyond the obvious judgementalism intrinsic to the scandalous tale to the treasuring of the rejected. In God’s judgement, if you have the gift and the grace of discernment, you always judge yourself first. Those who have been given first option are displaced and replaced by what St Matthew calls: … a nation that yields the proper fruit. 
The chief priests and the Pharisees take it personally and yet, as is frequently the case, despite their anger, they are too afraid of the crowds, the rejected, the invisible, the despised, the people of the land, to challenge the prophetic status of Jesus. Power is an uneasy truce at the best of times and always will be. But the treasure, the pearl of great price, embedded in this story for us and for all time is that the stone which is worthless and rejected becomes the visible and admired cornerstone. It is the same stone after all. And this is the real point. Jesus the prophet identifies with the outcast yesterday, today and tomorrow. Inclusion, incorporation, involvement, integration lead to transformation, belonging, engagement, service, leadership and advocacy. Enabling the rejected to come to the heart of God’s action lies at the core of the dynamic of The Eucharist and at the base of our calling, in the words of St John 1.39 to: Come and see …
The Seasonal Invitations to The Peace are nodal points in the celebration of The Eucharist. They firmly and faithfully embrace clergy and people together in the friendship of God. Two, in particular, seem to me to frame our discussions over the next few days and to set the scene for them. The first is The Easter Invitation:
The Risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, Peace be with you. Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. (St John 20.19, 20)

and the second is The Pentecost Invitation:

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit. (Galatians 5.22)
I single these out for a very simple reason. They connect through The Peace all who are present, and all with whom they will engage in the week to come in everyday life, with the person of Christ and the person of The Spirit. The gift of Easter and the gift of Pentecost form the building blocks of our active, practical discipleship. The Risen Christ came, stood, said … The Spirit is the one in whom we live and walk and both activities are connected by love, joy, peace. The gifts of God in The Eucharist flow from and lead to The Son and The Spirit as those who are the definitive expression of The Trinity in the world of today.

The Eucharist is primarily for those within the circle of faith. But their work is only begun once they receive the same Eucharist. They are to search constantly, to adapt the words of St Matthew 21, for the stones which the builders rejected. Add to this the words of 1 Peter 2.5: You also, as living stones, must be built up into a spiritual temple, and form a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. The Temple in Jerusalem is gone. The Romans have razed it to the ground. These regular church goers, in the volatile and intimidating circumstances of the early Roman Empire along the shores of the Black Sea, are to offer these spiritual sacrifices as a spiritual temple in their daily life. That is where they are to live and work in the Spirit; that is where they are to stand among their colleagues and neighbours, friends and enemies as the Risen Christ. This is the dynamic and the urgency of life in the Eucharist today as it was in the days of 1 Peter. 
Gathering and sending; Scripture and Sacrament; breaking and sharing: all of these together form the scaffolding of The Eucharist. Confession and absolution; faith and forgiveness; earth and heaven also combine to build the pilgrimage of thanksgiving, which, as I myself understand it, is what life in the Eucharist is. The Peace, whether in its simplest form, or in its enhanced Seasonal form, is where the inherited tradition of faith and practice come together with the future focus of the outpouring of the Kingdom of God. For it is, of course, the rejection of the Kingdom of God in the prophets and in the Messiah of which Jesus speaks to his audience in the parable in St Matthew 21. 
All parables have their limitations. This parable is no different. Gathering as we do this evening at the start of our consultation on Life in The Eucharist, it points us in our own day to the centrality of what is rejected as the cornerstone of what God is building. We need to work this out for ourselves day after day. There is, nor ever was there, no Easter or Pentecost without Good Friday. 

St Matthew 21.38: But when they saw the son the tenants said to one another, This is the heir; come on, let us kill him, and get his inheritance.    
