Short Reflection at the Rededication of Crinken Church Hall at A Service of The Word
Sunday 15th September 2019 The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

the archbishop  
Reading: St Luke 15.1-10
St Luke 15.10: Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.

CHRIST

The centrality of Jesus Christ is something about which we as Christians talk a great deal. But it is very important that such talk should not simply be chat. The word of God is the action of God. Always as disciples of the Son of God we need to connect words and actions in the service of the Spirit of God. Everyone we are, everything we do is to be done in this hope, in this faith and in this love. And so in St Luke 15 we are plunged right into the earthly life of Jesus as an expression of both word and deed. Jesus was saying and Jesus was doing things that were attracting the wrong sort. The context in which we listen to Jesus in The Gospel of today is one both of inclusion and of exclusion - those great words which have come to mean everything and to mean nothing and which we hear day in, day out. Let us listen again to St Luke 15.1: All the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them. The person and the presence of Jesus Christ speak into the dilemma of exclusion and inclusion, into the hearts and minds of those who assess and analyse engaged friendship and ready acceptance as a betrayal of the inheritance along with those who instinctively accept others because God gives. This is the sort of person Jesus Christ is and will always be. This is the Jesus Christ who gathers us together here today in generosity, in thanksgiving, in expectation and, most of all, in celebration.
CHURCH 

A parable is not so much Breaking News as it is an event in everyday life that teaches a spiritual message. It is self-evident as the sort of thing that happens – to any of us; it is inescapable as the sort of thing that people have seen time and again but have never interpreted in this particular way – perhaps because they have never needed to. And so for those of faith it points towards God by disclosing God. Were we to bother writing and telling parables today, we would be doing so about different things and different events. And I think we should both write and tell parables – fresh parables. The two parables of today show us two sides of the grace of God. One has to do with impetuosity and the other has to do with carefulness. Both people are, as we would say: beside themselves. One drops everything and throws caution to the winds to find a lost sheep; one thinks carefully and combs over the traces to find a lost coin. Both impetuosity and carefulness are instincts and both rarely are found in the same person. But the church as a body, as an institution, needs both characteristics in its membership and in its decision-making, otherwise it becomes a pension fund with a few hymns thrown in from time to time. Seek ye first … the Kingdom of God and God’s righteousness… not when you have decided that you can afford the Kingdom of God, but first ... The hall that we will dedicate today is such a combination of instincts and I congratulate and applaud those who had the vision, made the decision and complete the work.
COMMUNITY 

Had Jesus lived only for himself, he would have returned to The Father a lot earlier. But he did not live only for himself, he lived for the lost – both those who know it and those who do not know it. The lost were gathering around Jesus: tax-collectors and sinners. The Pharisees and scribes did not understand that of such is the Kingdom of God, nor did their grumbles suggest that they wanted to. Jesus had to appeal to their self-interest in order to teach them about God’s interest: the loss of a sheep, the loss of a silver coin. Neither of these is a luxury. Each and both are essentials to the people at the heart of the parables. God deals in essentials. Each and both are crises. God deals in crises and the thing about a crisis is that it can always go either way or any way. Each and both are pointers, signs, pathways to understanding what is not immediately clear. 

We need the community because we cannot teach ourselves all of these things within the church, within any church. The church is a response to the presence of Jesus Christ. The community is the people of God both inside and outside the churches as we have made the churches to be. The Kingdom of God is open and not closed because God is open and not closed. The community can teach us about so much that we have selected out of, moved away from in our understanding of God; and the community is where the Spirit of God is to be found. The church is the hearth where the fire is lit; the church is the hearth where warmth and nurture and given; the church is the hearth to which people come for proclamation of The Word and for administration of the Sacraments; the church cannot luxuriate in its own definitions of exclusion and inclusion. The church is God’s church.
CONGRATULATIONS
I wish to thank Trevor and all associated with this imaginative project. When you have something that functions perfectly well as it is, it is hard to convince others that you need to change it. Somehow, it runs counter to the instinctive caution of conventional church people. This church has pulled the rug from under this argument. You have opened your eyes, you have opened your wallets and you have opened your hearts to God and to God’s glory. May all who will use this enjoy it and may all who enjoy it do as the Gospel Reading today encourages us: call together neighbours and friends to rejoice. 

St Luke 15.3: So he told them this parable …
What parable will you tell the next person you meet?
