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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: HABITAT WITH HUMANITY

Today’s Reading from The Letter of St James is a bloodcurdling reminder of so many things that have become much easier for any and all of us in the atmosphere of social media and easy communication. People’s lives can be torn apart by what they learn others, whom they felt they knew, have said about them as their fingers wander to the keypad of their iPhone. In many ways St James got there before us with his words of insight and of caution in today’s Epistle:
With the tongue we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. 
St James urges not only courtesy and caution but also a recognition and realization that inconsistency, in any form, ultimately does not bear fruit:

Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. And so, our first Reading reaches its own definitive conclusion. And it is this: Words speak louder than they may have intended or than they should.  

Today’s Gospel speaks openly and publicly of what The Church has long called: the cost of discipleship:

Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 

Discipleship is an identifying with Jesus Christ in a very particular way. The cross for Jesus became the purpose of his earthly life and through it his way of offering us a life that we do not yet know but that he knows and wants to give to us to enjoy. Our denying ourselves sounds too hard – it sounds maybe like a perpetual Lent where we will never again see or smell chocolate - but it is first and foremost about priorities. It is seeing things through the cross, by the cross, for the cross, from the cross. It is asking the sort of questions of ourselves that can protect us from the type of things about which we heard in St James 3.9: inconsistencies regarding what we say about God and about the children of God. It is the acceptance of a way of living that, because of its voluntary discipline, sets us free to be our fuller selves rather than our getting stuck in a wide range of choices where we never in fact make any real decisions. It need not terrify us, therefore, as much as we might think. It can brighten our day rather than darken out hearts.
Your MISSION to Cambodia is a mission for us all. I say this because it is a people to people mission; it is a house to house mission; it is a habitat to habitat mission. Those of you who are commissioned today and will go on this mission will be transformed by hope and by humility in ways you As the archbishop of the diocese, I am delighted with this heartfelt initiative on the part of these three parishes of Castleknock and Mulhuddart with Clonsilla. A home is something we used all to be able to take for granted. From our earliest days, it simply was there. We enjoyed it. We appreciated it. But we never really thought about it seriously because many of us were so fortunate never really to have to do so. Everything is very different now at home and abroad. Up to 20 million people are perpetually on the move and homeless annually across the world and this does not include those who are homeless in their own country. It is often those who are needy but seem able to cope who get forgotten. Your initiative recognizes this and draws two families of people together across the world – East and West, North and South. 
Habitat for Humanity provides both a Home from Home and a Home at Home. This is a powerful statement of Scriptural Mission and of Missional Scripture. All those who have contributed will be and will feel themselves part of the initiative and part of the mission. Together we commission and send out those who will travel, and we do so in our faith in The Father, our hope in The Son and in the love of The Spirit. 

Today’s commissioning asks and answers a direct question in a way similar to the way in which Simon answered Jesus when he asked the disciples who they thought he was:

St Mark 8.29: Peter answered Jesus, You are the Messiah. 
