Short Reflection for Sunday 19th April 2020 The Second Sunday of Easter
Gospel Reading: St John 20.19-31
St John 20.20: Jesus came and stood among the disciples and said, Peace be with you. After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.    
The archbishop 
EASTER DAY: THE STORY CONTINUES 

We move on from the meeting of The Risen Lord Jesus with Mary in The Garden as The Gospel for Easter Day - to the meeting of The Risen Lord Jesus inside the house as The Gospel for The Sunday after Easter. The two readings are, in fact, a continuation of one another. They are, nevertheless, broken up to make it easier for us to digest. While it is, of course, interesting for us to remember that Thomas is not present on that occasion and that he spends the whole week ahead kicking himself and making others suffer because of his absence, what is much more important for us to hear is the words that Jesus gives to the disciples then and to the disciples now, whether they, or we, be present or absent:
Jesus said to them again, Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, Receive the Holy Spirit.  
The first gift to disciples is peace. The second gift is a job to do: so I send you. The third gift is The Holy Spirit, the grace, the goodness and the grit with which to do this job. Events take place. History moves on. We are part of the flow. We do not travel alone.

A LIVING HOPE
The cry of the prophet Isaiah in chapter 40.1 was and remains our cry in COVID 19: 

Comfort my people; bring comfort to them, says your God; speak kindly to Jerusalem … 

The Risen Lord Jesus does not leave his followers comfortless in the world of the new creation brought to life by his resurrection. He trusts them to do a job. He sends them out to do it immediately. Maybe we can see why Thomas is so angry with himself for not being there at the right time! In the time of our lives, when everyone needs comfort and when sending is not about going anywhere far but about self-isolating and staying indoors, the gift of peace is ours as is the grit of The Spirit. It is from our constancy that we give generously to others in faith, hope and love. We are not left comfortless. We are given the task of the survival of one another and of the forgotten vulnerables.
COMFORT IN CONFINEMENT
Our confinement stretches well into the future now. As the evenings lengthen, so the days darken. This is the paradox of what it is to be The COVID 19 Generation in Ireland on this Sunday after Easter. We would be wise not to look for too many signs to feed our own satisfaction, like Thomas the Twin. There is a national effort in an international pandemic to which we are called, as our vocation as citizens and our vocation as Christians combines. There are signs of goodness and of gladness. These we must savour and share. We are bound to the neighbour whom we dare not touch physically by the peace of Christ and by the grit of The Spirit. We are to use our common sense and our common generosity to hold together our life of humanity and our life of faith for the common good. There is no alternative. This is the way of Christ in the present hour. 
St John 20.26: A week later his disciples were again in the house… This is a good place for us to be, and like them waiting attentively for The Risen Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
