MAJMA 2026 held in AMMAN, JORDAN during September 2026

A greeting from The Most Reverend Dr Michael Jackson archbishop of Dublin and bishop of Glendalough

Those of us who know you admire you and love you. Over many years, we have received your friendship and your hospitality. We have prayed with you, we have worshipped with you, we have eaten with you, and we have laughed with you as well as weeping with you. All of these are human acts. They are also Godly acts. We who come from abroad to be with you hear and see regularly on our ‘phones and on our televisions the daily horror which is life today in this particular world, which is your world, in this particular place which is your place. We are devastated like the rest of the world for you. We are not really able to express either our sorrow for you or our sense of outrage at what you experience every day and every night. We are ashamed that we have been numbed into an involuntary silence and an inert response. We still want to say that we stand with you, because we do, that we love you, because we do, and that the whole world needs you, because it does. 

This could not be truer than it is of the people and the clergy of The United Dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough in Ireland where we have had a relationship of partnership and friendship with you for over a decade spearheaded by successive archbishops: Archbishop Suheil and Archbishop Hosam both of whom I number among my best and my closest friends in life as well as in faith. And I have had such a relationship with you for a good deal longer since my days as bishop of my home diocese of Clogher. We draw inspiration perpetually from how you continue to live, how you continue to survive with dignity and with grace. Some of you have visited us and we have had the chance to visit you. We too hope that these opportunities will return and will take all of us in new directions together. 

As The Living Stones, so eloquently and so memorably described in The First Letter of Peter, you and your witness are intrinsic to the present and to the future of Christianity. A popular hymn in our tradition also refers to The Living Stones as by God appointed. This sentiment I know goes without saying but it needs constantly to be said. It has to be called out as the great thing that it is. This has never been truer than it is today when Gaza, The West Bank and Lebanon are places of incalculable suffering and terrified people and Syria has been such a place for many years already. Not only is your life fragile. It is also under such constant strain and stress. Instinctively, we think of older and younger people first, but we must never forget the people in the middle who carry the load of three generations all at the same time. 

In Christ Church Cathedral Dublin, we have a new dean who started on September 1st and who has significant experience not only in church development but also, before ordination, in our Health Service Executive. I look forward to planning with him and with The Cathedral Chapter the Millennium of Christ Church Cathedral for 2028. I hope that it might be possible for your archbishop and a number of you to come and share that historic time with us. Our stones in Ireland are historic also, although less ancient, and they need to live in special and new ways too. None of us lives in the past; we live in the present for the future. You can help us most of all to do this. It is my pleasure to bring the greetings and the good wishes of my own diocese to you for this MAJMA, and to participate in it with you all as you have constantly and consistently invited me to do – as a friend who belongs and loves to belong. 

Thank you for your kindness and may God continue to inspire you with those words from St Paul’s Letter to the Romans, chapter 8.24: Hope is in the things not seen. For who hopes for what he already sees?    
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