Service of Holy Communion in Ranchi Cathedral, Diocese of Chota Nagpur
The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity, Sunday August 25th 2024

Ephesians 6.10: … Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armour of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil …
St John 6.56: … Jesus said to the Jews, Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them …  
Those – that is we – who follow Jesus Christ do not have an easy road to travel. Both the Epistle and the Gospel for today make this abundantly clear. The connections between the Scriptures which we inherit and the daily lives we live are not always clear to see. The connections are important for us to make and to bring into our everyday witness. It is this witness in faith, this martyrdom in life, that connects us with the saints of the church throughout all the ages and with the saints of the church yet to come in our children and our grandchildren. We are given timely warnings in order to help us to do a number of things: to take heart; to discover confidence; to grow capacity in the service of God.  
The church in Ephesus is told to look around, to look out into the forum and into the street, to look towards the army barracks, at the Roman soldiers who police their lives in all of its parts; and to do what they do; but to do it in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. They are to put on the whole armour of light, piece by piece, carefully and with the humble pride of service, culminating in the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God. This above all is to be the way of incarnation for contemporary disciples in a world of danger and of unpredictability, in a world of corruption and of exploitation, in a world of tyranny and of colonialism. This is how they – that is we – are to live lives of faith, hope and love among our neighbours; they are after all neighbours whom God has given us, whatever we might think of them. Church members, then, are to hold strong and to stand fast and firm against the wiles of the devil. And, even though our language today may have changed in how we understand evil and the forces of evil in our world, so do we have to stand fast and firm.  

There is no church in the time of St John’s Gospel but there are disciples, as are we. There are people who are on the inside; there are people who are on the fringe; there are people who grow hotter and grow colder in everyday commitment. From time to time the church has to say strong, indeed harsh, things through its appointed and authorized ministers of religion. They too follow in the way of incarnation, however unpalatable the message they bring. Jesus in St John’s Gospel is, as we say, shifting the culture. He needs to get it across that not only is God living on earth but that the real points of connection since the event of the incarnation will now be The Eucharist, the eating of the flesh and the drinking of the blood. This is the way to abide in Christ, the way to keep the blessing and the dividend of God’s incarnation going in the everyday life of the faithful. The word: abide runs like a river through St John’s Gospel connecting life and death right from the birth of Jesus in chapter 1 to the heavenly dwelling prepared for the disciples in chapter 14. It gives a bedrock to our faith in the God who does not abandon his people and his children. It gives a specific place to which Christians can go, from which they can come out and to which they can return, in the daily life of engaged witness and martyrdom, in the face of the Roman Army of the day. 

In very interesting and particular ways, both of the Readings for today, The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity, move us forward in very compelling ways in the Christian Year. This is not to brush aside the wonders of The Season of Trinity where the colour green beckons and betokens growth and life and new shoots of faith. But it is to be ready all of the time for Advent and Christmas as much as we need to be ready for Good Friday and Easter. The armour of light is what we are to put on now in the time of this mortal life … as the Collect for Advent Sunday tells us. The abiding in me, and I in them … is the greatest Christmas present that God can offer to us – belonging to God in the Son and through the power of the Spirit, resting in the goodness, the grace and the glory of The Trinity. It is, after all, the same God. As The Feast of the Presentation on February 2nd points us forward to Good Friday and Easter, so today points us forward in an unpredictable and surprizing way to Advent and Christmas. 

In the light of today’s Scriptures, what is our calling now? I suggest just a few things for us to take away. The first is that prayer and preparation go together and are the ways in which we will witness to the faith day by day. The armour of light protects us from the darkness. It also shines its own light into the darkness. The second is that Baptism and Eucharist go together. They enable us to belong to Christ and to abide in Christ using the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. The spirit dwells in the elements of bread and wine. The spirit gives life and the flesh is called upon to keep up with it. The third is that disciples do turn away, we ourselves turn away. But this is where the story changes utterly for us. This where our energy and our actions kick in. It is our calling to go after the disciples who turn away and to bring back the wandering to the fold. It is for us to seek them out in the dark places of this world and guide them by the hand back to the light. It is not for us to abandon them to the wiles of the devil. They are our shared humanity in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 
Our friendship between The Diocese of Chota Nagpur and The University of Dublin is a work in progress and a work in partnership. We rejoice to share in today’s light an inheritance of more than a century; and we pray for its flourishing. We thank you for your bishop, your clergy and your people and for this wonderful cathedral church to which I always delight to come. We share life in the light of Christ, across time and geography within The Anglican Communion and we share abiding in the person of Christ. Both of these truths inspire us in developing our friendship into joint commitment and shared mission. For me and for The Reverend Steven Brunn to be with you this year again is a precious privilege. We thank all of you along with your bishop and clergy for this grace of God. May we continue to abide in Christ and to walk in the light – of faith, of hope and of love – but the greatest of these is love.   
St John 1.5: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never mastered it.    
