ADDRESS FOR SPECIAL SYNODS OF THE UNITED DIOCESES OF DUBLIN AND GLENDALOUGH by the archbishop 

Friday March 27th 2026, Holy Trinity Church, Rathmines, Diocese of Dublin 

Ezekiel 37.3: The Lord said to me, Mortal, can these bones live? I answered, O Lord God, you know …

Frequently the Scriptures of the Season are the best guide to interpreting and understanding, from a godly perspective, the times in which we find ourselves. And the times in which we live are, if nothing else, very bleak, very dangerous and very low in hope. The prophet Ezekiel is engaged in a discussion with God about the lethargy, the weakness and the inertia of the whole people of Israel. Time and again, we are told that they are spiritually out of breath. In a sense in which we tend now not to use the term, they are in need of godly inflation. The promise of God to these people who rise up like a reconstructed army is that he will put his spirit within them, they will live, and he will place them on their own soil. Inspiration, life and renewal are what are given – the people are changed, the national psyche is restored - and that for us is the key learning in this Season and for this time and on this evening.
In St John 11 we see this idea of spiritual inflation played out once again in painstaking detail. Inspiration, life and renewal are offered to everyone who is a participant in this drama: the industrious but grumbling Martha, the placid but hard-hitting Mary, the Jews who are as confused as anyone could be because they had come to mourn out of respect and then find themselves delighting in what looks to them like a restoration to regular and everyday living by Lazarus – and of course there is Lazarus himself or so it seems ... Perhaps Lazarus is pointing us to inspiration, life and renewal of a different order and in a different register. Just let us see for a moment. For us as a spiritual community, living as we do within and without The Spirit of God, this may be the deepest learning on offer to us as we find ourselves catapulted into Jerusalem and Holy Week. 
We have the picture of Lazarus coming out from the grave, his hands and his feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. These are graveclothes. Lazarus in fact says nothing and the climax of the story is Jesus’s giving another command: Unbind him, and let him go. (St John 11.44) And that is that. There is a statue I have seen, as indeed may many of you, and at which I have marvelled again and again – it is carved out of one block of stone and it is about nine feet high. It is in the ante-chapel of New College Oxford. Lazarus is coming out from the tomb, having been called out by Jesus, as the Scripture tells us. With panic in his eyes, he looks back behind himself as he fights for air and for a sense of where he is and where he might be going. He is quite wrongfooted. He may even hear the voices of the Jews, of Mary and of Martha. Clearly, he recognizes the voice of Jesus because he has responded to his call. 
The moment that is captured is in fact this: ‘I, Lazarus, actually do not want to come back to the old life. Yes, Martha and Mary, you are my sisters and yes, all you others are my long-standing friends (and, of course, I do know that there are some here who are only rubbernecking). But I want to stay on the other side; there really is nothing like it; and I do not want to have to go through this death thing again. It is the life beyond that is the real point of the life that you are all living here.’ To capture this and to pluck it out of the total silence of Lazarus and to enshrine it in a single block of stone is a form of insight granted to few. It is all the more surprizing to many because the sculptor was Jewish. But let us always remember that the Pharisees, among the Jews, believed in resurrection even if the Sadducees did not. 

Where does this leave us? Clearly, last Sunday – Passion Sunday – marked a step change in our walk with Jesus Christ in the Season of Lent. We now begin to leave the desert and its individual emphasis and are intermingling with people other than ourselves as we test our discipleship Spiritually. These two Readings present us with both the corporate and the individual dilemmas that God’s presence in the church of our making causes us. Inspiration, life and renewal – they are all so distant from so much of what preoccupies us in church life much, or most, of the time.
The question that we must face as The Diocesan Synods of Dublin and Glendalough seems to me to be this: What would Ezekiel find, or what would Lazarus find of inspiration, life and renewal were he to enter the world of church that we have created as a response to the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples: …on earth as it is in heaven…? Would he, we also have to ask, be coming again next Sunday? Addressing these issues is our synodical work. It is to aid us in this that we need strong, compassionate, godly, capable, industrious, courageous , Spiritual Diocesan Honorary Secretaries to enable administration to become the handmaid of salvation. 

St John 11.9, 10: Jesus answered …Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.  
