Short Reflection for Sunday 26th April 2020 The Third Sunday of Easter
Gospel Reading: St Luke 24.13-35
St Luke 24.13: On that same day, the first day of the week, two of the Apostles were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.    
The archbishop 
EASTER DAY: THE STORY CONTINUES YET AGAIN
For the last two Sundays, we have followed the road of resurrection through the Gospel of St John. Not only have we met disciples in The Garden. We have also met disciples in The House. Garden and house have become for us places of confinement in these days of the coronavirus. Any of us who have either house or garden or both are indeed fortunate, if they are places of colour and places of shelter. We hear more and more that this is not the case for many in our country. Mental wellbeing issues, together with domestic and personal abuse, are increasingly on the agenda in these days. Our society, while sophisticated, is also cruel - a place of darkness, of dread and of destructiveness. We are all required to isolate in order to slow the progress of COVID 19. For some, this isolation brings intimidation, as the walls close in and as the atmosphere coarsens. Our alarm and our compassion are for all these people, whether they be women, children or men. Our hope is that the appropriate protections and supports will be theirs - urgently.

ON THE ROAD

This morning we meet two Apostles on the road. As we who are privileged to be able to walk every millimetre of the two kilometres radius allotted to us for our daily exercise might well be doing, they too are mulling things over. The language of The Evangelist simply assumes that we know the subject of their conversation: … and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. We are taken right into their journey. They are joined on the road by a stranger who sees no need to beat about the bush, to avoid the issue as they are doing. The stranger takes the lead in their conversation by asking them exactly what they are talking about. This direct questioning enables them to voice not only their hopes but also their fears. As both faith and doubt are part of honesty, so too are hope and fear part of understanding. Their disappointment is summed up in their single sentence: But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. 
It is as if the honest expression of their disappointment loosens their tongues to move from the negative to the positive. They tell him the living story of the women and of the Risen Lord Jesus. Their fellow traveller sets their own experience and the experience described in the events they recount with such exuberance into the heartbeat of all the scriptures. Not only is a new creation part of their experience; so also is a new theology. 

IN THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The instinct of this fellow traveller is to travel on. This clearly is what he does. After all, he is The One Sent by The Father. He has sorted out their confusion. He has given them the best of himself and the best of his understanding of their situation. He has more and different people to meet. But they want more. He gives more. This is who he is. This is what he does. He is not only their instinctive fellow traveller. He is also their instinctive host. He takes the bread. In the act of breaking of the bread, he moves them, and they move themselves, from theological ideas to personal recognition, without losing anything of the theological understanding. 

AND WHAT OF US?

We get no sense this time that they were disappointed that he left. They too left the place of meeting (it clearly was not a place to remain) and they returned to the community of the disciples – to do what? To tell two things: what had happened on the road and what had happened in the breaking of the bread. Separated as we are from church and from one another by required isolation and social distancing, we nonetheless belong to a community of understanding and of recognition. We have the opportunity to take to heart through all the scriptures the presence of Jesus in ourselves. It is still our calling and our responsibility to share this with other people. Our Christian discipleship and our civic duty combine to bring together the story of all the scriptures with the story of personal recognition. Isolation is not easy. Aloneness is not easy. But separation is the new gathering. And I want to encourage you to continue to do your bit and make your contribution for your own safety and for the safety of all. And let us never forget those for whom their contribution to the safety of others has brought on top of them unspeakable danger and distress. They too need support and release.        
1 Peter 1.23: You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.  
