St Laurence O’Toole						14 November 2019

Isaiah Chapter 6 verse 8

‘Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’

Today we commemorate the life and witness of a man of faith who moved from the solitude of his monastic cell in Glendalough to take on the mantle of the archbishopric of Dublin and become the founding father of our modern city. It was faith that sustained him, through thick and thin as he built this magnificent structure that has lasted for nearly a thousand years. Faith is the foundation upon which all our belief is maintained. 

For me Faith should not be dominated by a drive to maintain and uphold tradition. Faith should be much more about proclaiming truths as derived from Sacred scripture the essence of which centers on social justice as a means to loving God who is one.

In an effort to rekindle a zeal for faith, the Anglican Consultative Council In 1984 promoted the five marks of mission of the Church. At its meeting in 2016 in Lusaka, the council reaffirmed the five marks of mission as the way forward for Anglican parishes to engage in the modern world 

It it was the meeting in Lusaka that expounded a new way by which the Five Marks of Mission  have a universal application for Anglicans, in the very different contexts and cultures in which we may live. 

The first mark, Proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom, does not mean handing people a package, it means encouraging them to join with us on a journey. “The Kingdom of God” – so much part of Jesus’ teaching in the Gospels – does not mean something we can claim a monopoly on, or ownership of. It is God’s, and what is meant by the Kingdom in Christ’s teaching is the realm of God, that place where God’s rule may be found. We can never dare claim that we have ownership of that. It is the place we seek, the place of which we wish to be part, the place where we may sometimes fall and falter, but sometimes are wonderfully and luminously aware of God’s presence. 

This mark of mission is asking people to become, not “people like us”, but to become what we all strive to be, children of the Kingdom of God.
The second mark of mission is: Teaching, baptising and nurturing. Three different things, but three essentials. Teaching is an essential element in all faiths. Coming to know and understand Holy Scripture is key to opening the minds of believers to the wonder and mystery of God. Baptism is the rite of initiating into a faith community. It is common to all Christians and is similar to initiating rites of many other faiths. Coming to baptism is coming to a commitment to faith. Nurturing faith is not about keeping it in a straightjacket but much more about engendering dialogue and debate on issues relating to life and faith. It is about encouraging exploration and deep thinking on the core issues of life and applying them to a faith narrative. 

A real and active Christian faith relates also to the way we live our lives and in how we relate to the world around us, in terms both of people and their needs, but also the creation itself. It is the Letter of James that tells us very bluntly that faith without works is as lifeless as a corpse. 

The third and fourth of the Five Marks are about those in need – responding to human need by loving service. 
Those in need confront us in our everyday lives – the needs of the poor, the lonely, the outcast and the stranger are all too prevalent around us.  Human need is also found in the desperate privations of those who live in fear and hunger, even starvation. 
It is very easy for the desperate plight of others, whether through violence or through physical or psychological deprivation, to become a statistic, an occasion to say how sad it all is or something to forget as soon as we can. 
These third and fourth Marks of Mission  which call us to care about the needs of others ensuring that we will do all in our power to speak and act against the injustice that causes their pain and need – are not optional extras. They are precisely what Jesus was talking about in Matthew 25 with his parable of the separation at the judgement between those who cared about the suffering of others and those who did not. 








The fifth Mark of Mission, our care of the creation and our responsibility for it, was something that became very real in Lusaka, where the assembly was told of formerly inhabited islands in the dioceses of the southern Pacific that have disappeared beneath the ocean because of global warming, and of formerly fertile farm land in parts of eastern Africa that have either become desert through the drying up of rivers or have become polluted beyond use by cynical exploitation of foreign industry. This last mark of mission calls us In whatever way we can, to take responsibility for our use of creation, not simply for future generations in our own local but also for present generations in other parts of God’s world today. This mark of mission shows us how we can make a difference, in simple ways but also with the way we order our lives.

The principles of the five marks of mission can be applied to all faith traditions. Essentially the convergence will be the basic principle of heeding the call to live a life of faith based on the love of God who is one and an adherence to sacred scripture be that the scripture of the Christian Church, the Holy Quran or the Bhagwat Gita. 

Today the cathedral lies at the heart of a bustling capital city. I refer to Christ Church as the Spiritual Heart of Dublin. It is the one structure in Dublin that has survived the testament of time and carries with it the heritage of a city that has roots dating back nearly one thousand years.

Our mission as a cathedral community is to live the five marks of mission. In this we seek the convergence of all religions in the worship of the one true God. We are not seeking to convert or to proselytise but much more to help people to seek their own spiritual heart and their own spiritual way. We want to encourage our pilgrims to be a true Christian, or a true Muslim, or a true Buddhist or a true Hindu or a true Jew each according their own faith and culture. Ours is not a mission to change people but a mission to deepen the spirituality of each one. What unifies us all in our Spiritual journey is to adhere to that which seeks unity, truth, goodness, beauty and love. Surely these are the charisms that transcend all religions and faiths.






I have been dean of Christ Church Cathedral for nearly 12 years and during my time as dean I have witnessed many changes in the cultural and religious life of Ireland especially in this our capital city. I believe that Christ Church cathedral plays a pivotal role in the life of the city in promoting convergence and celebration of all the cultures of the capital. Traditionally Christ Church has been the crossroads of culture in the life of the city. It continues now, in its new experience to be even more relevant as a crossroads of all religions and cultures while at the same time maintaining its strong heritage as a Christian Church in the heart of Dublin.

The concept of neighbour stretches beyond the confines of who we know and goes to the very heart of those who are in need. Need is experienced in so many different ways namely: Isolation, injustice, poverty, loneliness, bereavement, depression, unemployment, and the list goes on. In the cathedral we identify need wherever it shows its face and we try to address that need through direct action. 

As we embrace the charisms of the five marks of mission we cannot confine our outreach to a defined community. It is my belief that we cannot make distinctions or draw lines about who we reach out to. Our ministry is to everyone irrespective of race, language, culture, religion and whatever traditionally marks a person out as different. We seek to empower people to be who they are and to embrace their own identity, culture and way of being. 

If we come to know God through the universal Christ we also come to know the demands on us to live in harmony with creation, to enhance it and not destroy. We also know the call to live in harmony with each other and to seek what unites us and bonds us together rather than what divides us and what creates war between us.

For me Christ Church Cathedral is a place of convergence and a place of healing and cleansing. I seek to make the cathedral into a place that transcends religion and culture to embrace all religions and all cultures and to be the Christ in the heart of the city to all who come to seek refuge, Welcome and peace.





[bookmark: _GoBack]As we celebrate this our foundation day on the Feast of St Laurence we embark on an ambitious project to ensure the future life of the cathedral and its outreach. Today we launch a fundraising campaign for the fabric of the cathedral. Like any other ancient building of its kind, Christ Church is in constant need of repair and restoration. Much of our funding is dependent on the generosity of so many people and institutions both voluntary and statutory. This is an occasion for the cathedral community to express its gratitude to all who continue to contribute to the life and foundation of this ancient structure. This is also an opportunity to invite you to continue in your valued support as we together preserve not only an ancient building but a living breathing heart that pulsates throughout the life of this city. 

Matthew 25 verses 34 to 36

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Amen.
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