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Some reflections by Michael Jackson, archbishop of Dublin and bishop of Glendalough 

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO

The volume: Growing in the image and likeness of God draws us into the heart of who we are and what we do as God’s children and as Christian people. The magnetism of God as creator and redeemer, as friend and as judge, enables us during our eathly life to identify and, therefore, to close a number of gaps in the big-canvas areas of justice and ecology through reconciliation. All of us will express this journey and this experiment in living in different language but, for me, the coming together of justice, ecology and reconciliation helps to hinge who we are and what we do: 
between church and world,
between Christianity and other World Faiths (to whom Christianity is itself, of course, Other),
between people of religious faith and people of no faith and of no overtly expressed faith in what is now both a secular and a post-secular society of publicly shared and publicly contested space and psyche – and let us never forget that there remain definite and dangerous theocracies. 

APOLOGIA

The first and the second centuries of the Christian church were Apologetic. Christianity had to make its case by seeking and by securing common ground with the societies in which it lived, particularly its ideas and its rituals. In a post-Christendom era, the Christian Churches have a number of shared difficulties, many of them insufficiently acknowledged to date. The first is an unwillingness to accept that Christendom has had its day. The second is the need to accept that diversity is our friend and that an ethic of narrowing ecclesiological nationalism (with a small n-) is not our friend. The third is to embrace the opportunity to be an Apologetic community all over again as one way of belonging to an organism, that is society at large, that shows less and less evidence of needing or wanting us. And, surely, this is where The Five Marks of Mission position us and where they give us a platform for energy and engagement. I suspect that someone like Justin Martyr would have been pleased with them and would have enjoyed talking with Dr Tuohy and Dr Feeney on how they found the implementation of Apologetics in that far-off diocese of Dublin and Glendalough – far enough away from Imperial Rome to sidestep being suppressed by control and far enough away to grasp with both hands the freedom to shape its own future! 

ANGLICAN PRACTICE, LIVING AND TEACHING

One of the advantages of The Five Marks which formed the lifeblood of the Come&C project in the United Dioceses of Dublin and Glendalough is that they describe, more than they prescribe, Anglican practice as an expression of Anglican living and teaching. What is now an older essay, written in 1968 by the Reverend James Hartin, then Sub-Warden of The Church of Ireland Divinity Hostel, entitled Anglican Eucharistic Doctrine and Liturgy in Understanding The Eucharist edited by Patrick McGoldrick, Gill and Macmillan, Dublin 1969 says two things that remain pertient and useful as today, more than fifty years later, we mark the Come&C initiative in the life of Irish Anglicanism in the Dublin where James Hartin worked and served for much of his life. One relates specifically to liturgy and I quote it because our conviction is and always will be that our doctrine is to be found in our worship (in shorthand: lex orandi lex credendi):

‘The study of liturgy, especially eucharistic liturgy, cannot be limited to the history of liturgical forms and the analysis of rites and forms – it must include the theology which underlies the forms and must reflect the life and needs and aspirations of the people who worship in this way’ (page 141)

and

‘This distinctive atmosphere (of Anglicanism) is created by the blending of respect for Christian tradition – acceptance of the modification of this tradition by the course of history, willingness to reckon with and absorb the results of historical, philosophical and scientific enquiry by human reason and the desire to take account of the demands of contemporary human situations. The blending takes place within the experience of the believing, worshipping community and its results are tested by the continuing experience of the community. This explains the informality of the Anglican tradition and our reluctance to formulate definitive statements in doctrine and morals’ (page 140). 
Any onlooker would be justified in asking: Where did it all begin to unravel? and: Why is uncharity so compelling?

FROM ESTABLISHMENT TO DISESTABLISHMENT TO WHERE …?

There are many within the tradition who will not be satisfied by what seems like laxity. Clarity and exclusivity too often march together in religious matters. However, Anglicanism is more a theological method of understanding the world and God lived ecclesiastically, in community and individually, than anything else. It is not, nor ever was it, confessional. It is within this non-confessional, responsive theology that the Five Marks find their origin and their home. Their purpose is to push a worshipping and a believing community ‘out there’ into the bigger community without which it has no meaning precisely because it has no involvement and no relevance. Apart from the Church of England, in every part of the world the Anglican expression of Christianity is a minority. This minority status with which we in Ireland continue to grapple in our Disestablished state (the 150th year of which we commemorate in 2019) and which we took for granted as an unreflected-upon superiority when we were an Establishment, although no more than 10% of the population even then, is a particular peculiarity in the Church of Ireland. All too easily, such minority status can confne as readily as it can release. But the wider Anglican method of theological living is ours to enjoy and to share and to develop. In this diocese we have done so, and will continue to do so, through the fruits of Come&C and The Five Marks of Mission. As we in the Church of Ireland seek to take and to use the strapline of Disestablishment: … free to shape our own future … a rediscovery of such a theological method over any encrusted delusion of being a superior minority will serve us well. In Dublin and Glendalough, we have begun to see this happen through Come&C and I thank wholeheartedly everyone who has facilitated this recognition and this representation of who we are to our neighbours and thereby to ourselves. 
THE FIVE MARKS HERE AND ELSEWHERE

While we in Dublin and Glendalough were by no means the first to use The Five Marks of Mission, we have been the first in the Church of Ireland to research them, to apply them, to analyze them and to enjoy them systematically as a way of seeing things that are already there and of doing things we are already doing – but now from the perspective of a particular intention. We can call it discipleship, we can call it ethos, we can simply do it in a way that is both unselfconscious and unecclesiastical – and all of this is exactly how it should be. I wish now to draw attention to a few sample initiatives that have grown alongside our initiative from what I happen to know about within the Church of Ireland. 

The Church of Ireland Council for Mission has taken up The Five Marks of Mission in terms of the five T-s which were the inspiration of Dr David Tuohy SJ (Tell – to proclaim God’s Kingdom; Teach – to teach, baptize and nurture; Tend – to respond to human need; Transform – to transform unjust structures; Treasure – to safeguard creation). In his Foreword to their publication: Radiant Faith: Living out the Five Marks of Mission Ross Print, Greystones 2018, Bishop Ferran Glenfield, Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh says: ‘… Start with church and mission and you will probably get lost. Start with mission and it is likely the church will be found …’ This volume is an encouragement to do things and to find the Marks in what you are doing. By using a range of self-explanatory symbols, Radiant Faith describes a spectrum of activities happening in and through the church and community in such a way as to pinpoint how, in and by their happening, they relate to particular Marks. As part of this, those involved in the organization and delivery of these events talk about what they did, how and why. An example: The first Christmas Tree Festival in the Republic of Ireland happened in St James’s Church, Crinken, County Dublin  although they have for some time been a feature of life in Northern Ireland. Because of the character of this festival and its planning and its emphases, it expressed three Marks: Tell, Tend, Transform and I quote: ‘As well as sharing the nativity story, trees also raised awareness of issues such as the refugee crisis and homelessness, collected donations for the church-run food bank and helped to celebrate and promote services within the local community.’ In addition, ‘a prayer tree gave people an opportunity for personal response - writing prayers on tags that were then hung on a tree.’ This one example shows that the Five Marks are not in competition with one another but are a kaleidoscopic expression of something good and something public. By this means, they are known, celebrated and honoured as being something of God. As well as going on to provide a theological explanation of The Five Marks, the publication continues with examples from all twelve dioceses of the Church of Ireland.    
For 2019 The Church of Ireland Council for Mission produced in time for St Patrick’s Day an on-line resource: Celebrating St Patrick’s Radiant Faith. The purpose of this was to help congregations to prepare for an all-age Family Service, facilitated in no small way in 2019 by the fact that St Patrick’s Day fell on Sunday. The work of 2018 has developed significantly in that each T is now accompanied by a deliberate symbolic action or sound to illustrate it. The Five Marks are expounded both for adults and for children, differently but together. The material also introduces adults and children to the distinctions between Myth, Legend, Fact and Truth. The Five Marks are delineated as lived out in the life of St Patrick. Ideas for a prayer space link the story of St Patrick to four current practicalites of prayer:

Cardboard Home (Street Children Africa)

Climate - Rising Seas (Christian Aid)

Creation Care Prayer Stations (The Sanctuary Centre)
Praying for Refugees (Tearfund).

As it happens, the idea of connecting The Five Marks of Mission directly with worship and liturgy was pioneered in Dublin and Glendalough in September 18th 2016 which we designated Come&C Sunday when the theme: Come and Celebrate along with each of The Five Marks was traced through the Service of Holy Communion in Whitechurch Parish as already being there. Likewise Holy Baptism – the other dominical sacrament – was expressed in an act of worship involving a Baptismal Tree in the public park in Rathfarnham. I single these out simply because they point us to the two primary sacraments in the Church of Ireland tradition, Baptism and The Supper of The Lord. 

The Five Marks of Mission are not about propping up an edifice internally. They are explosive, not implosive. This spirit is clearly caught and expressed in the volume Growing in the Image and Likeness of God. We are who we are; but we need to get out of the potting shed and indeed out of the greenhouse in order to flourish for others, for ourselves and for God. 

The Biblical Association for the Church of Ireland (BACI) took The Five Marks of Mission as its theme for its Lenten Studies 2018 entitled: Readings to support the 5 Marks of Mission Dublin 2018. It arose from the Dublin and Glendalough experience and in fact was written by those who knew of  the Come&C initiative throughout our diocese. Its theme is: As the Father sent me, so I send you … (St John 20.21-22). Being sent out and sharing with others is the key message of this publication. Each Mark is illustrated thematically from within The Scriptures and offered for discussion, transformation and action. This small volume scopes the initiative and its potential to disseminate into a much wider group of people and a much wider range of initiatives throughout the church and into the society. 
Most recently, on Tuesday March 19th 2019, the Diocese of Dublin and Glendalough together with The Bishops’ Appeal of the Church of Ireland organized a half-day conference entitled: Transform Unjust Structures: Gender Justice in The Chester Beatty Library. This gave voice to the fourth Mark of Mission in a specific and sustained way. The exercize was overwhelmingly one of listening and learning about three different yet expanding contexts. The first was that of the Irish church context through research by Ruth Garvey-Williams, editor of Vox Magazine; the second was that of Gender Inequality nationally through Dr Cliona Loughnane, Women’s Health Coordinator, National Women’s Council of Irleand and the third was An International Insight into the global gender issue through Veena Sullivan, head of the HIV&Sexual Violence Team of Tearfund UK. The significance to me of this seminar was that it opened up a very contentious and destructive area with clarity and research perspectives. It also did so in a public space where ‘the church’ felt free to go and welcomed. It drew people from right across the country. It was Godly in a public space.    

A CAUTION AND A HOPE

One might have thought that interest in this sort of thing had waned long ago, but The Irish Times of March 9th 2019 carries an article by Roy Foster on The Protestant Accent. Foster’s thesis is that ‘ if anyone remembers it, it is gone.’ So much has changed and widespread integration of people of a broad range of traditions has already happened across Ireland that most people would now not know that about which you were talking. Younger people simply would hardly know what we mean. In light of atrocities recently in Christchurch, New Zealand targeting, killing and maiming members of the Muslim community savagely on 15th March 2019, it is always important that together we work for and work at an integration and an inclusion far beyond the boundaries of the binary intra-Christian denominationalism that we have inherited and that we continue to allow to colour, ever so insidiously, our social and religious relationships in Ireland in 2019. Constant vigilance is ever needed. Foster quotes Hubert Butler who in the 1950s described the Church of Ireland as ‘a poor old phoenix, moulting and blind and bedraggled, gazing mesmerized into the fire, but unable to summon up the courage to take the last leap.’ To us today the graphic image seems like something from Harry Potter and Hogwarts. Butler, however, gives the cautious Church of Ireland another chance by concluding ‘I still think it has the power to lay a very fine egg.’ Butler was, in that time-honoured phrase, one of our own who knows our ways, after all - so we need to keep his gimlet realism as well as his mordant satire before our eyes. 

To both Butler and Foster, the Church of Ireland is a social construct, an observable, analyzable entity of some small fascination in an Irish history that changes constantly and therefore its constituent parts move and freeze in an uneasy syncopation. But one would not expect them to see it as a faith community with particular faith responsibilities. For us it has to be different: we are participants, not commentators; we are activists, not analysts; we are disciples, not observers. We need to be aware of a specific set of responsibilities. The dynamic of our tradition is spiritual with material consequences. We must both respond and contribute for the good of others first and last. Come&C has moved us forward hugely on this journey of adventure. Again I thank all of you who are here and all other participants who are not in a position to be here for this.   
The Church of Ireland Centre, AHC DCU                                                                      March 2019  
