VISION AND MISSION – THE PARISH PERSPECTIVE

In early November, I called together the clergy of the United Dioceses to enable me to listen to what they wished to say about aspects of vision and mission under the general heading: Vision and Experience.  I am acutely aware that it is essential for any expression of vision and mission in the United Dioceses to be built through working from the perspectives of the parishes, along with others. In this way, it will be both consultative and collaborative. The voices of all members of the united parishes are equally important and valued in this regard under God.
For this reason, I am inviting parishes to respond to the attached set of questions. I am inviting you to return your responses to me via my secretary, Mrs Audrey Doolan: archdublinoffice@gmail.com by the end of April 2014. The purpose of the questions is to guide diocesan thinking about development. It offers an important opportunity to recognise and celebrate the life of the parishes and parishioners right across Dublin and Glendalough Dioceses. I am blest in having been able to visit every parish group in these Dioceses since I became bishop. I am acutely aware that much goes on in parishes which remains invisible to the rest of the Diocese. This is a tragedy because we all have so much to learn from one another.  

I suggest that an agreed group of people work together on the document which the Parish or Group of Parishes would submit at the end of the discussions and in response to the attached questions.  If you are a Group or a Union of Parishes, you might consider these question areas first in the individual part of the total parish to which you belong and then draw perspectives together to create a shared and agreed document, if possible. If this does not prove to be possible, please submit the individual perspectives from each constituent parish. I want to hear your story. It is important that as broad range of viewpoints as possible be gathered and also that those who agree to respond do not feel uncomfortable or pressed to answer in a particular way.
These perspectives will be used, along with other consultations, to construct a Vision Perspective Document for the United Dioceses. This document will be circulated in the Spring to all parishes for further comment and for suggestions for implementation in a structured period of time.
I very much hope that you will enjoy this activity and be blessed in the work which parishioners and clergy will together put into it. It is particularly important that voices which are not customarily heard in a parish be heard as the document takes shape and that it include the voices of younger and older parishioners together. It is close to my heart that ways be found to include the voices of long-standing members of parishes alongside those who are more recent arrivals.  
I should like to thank you in anticipation for the thoughtful consideration and prayerful time you put into this. Please feel free to expand the boxes which surround the questions to accommodate as detailed a response as you wish to make. Please include any additional documentation or other relevant material with your response when you share your reflections with me, your bishop.
Yours sincerely,                                                                        +Michael
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